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Florida Sea 
Grant Extension

• Educating the public 
• Educating the workforce 



Field Classes Classroom sessions 



“If you want to learn 
science… do 

science” 



Current Citizen 
Science Water 
Quality Projects 
• LAKEWATCH
• Salinity 
• Phytoplankton Monitoring 



Current Habitat 
Monitoring 
Projects 
• Eyes on Sea Grass
• Pensacola Bay Mangrove 
Search 



Current Wildlife Monitoring 
Projects 
• Panhandle Terrapin Project 
• Great Scallop Search 
• Florida Horseshoe Crab Watch 



Recruitment 

• Social media 
• Other media outlets 
• Newsletters
• Mailing lists
• Florida Master Naturalists 
• OUT OF STATE VOLUNTEERS – Alabama, USM 



Training 
• Most trainings are in March  
• Start and sampling time vary 



Maintaining 
Participation
• Incentives 
• Follow up reports 
• Annual seminar of all work –
provide lunch 
• Show how data is being used 



Data
Shared with local, district, state agencies 

Shared with public 



Lessons Learned 

• People management - #’s, 
email, text 
• Time management - # of 
projects, locations
• QC/QA concerns – train well 
• Trainings – short fact sheets, 
videos, flexible with time, virtual 
options 
• Data management – plan for 



We are meeting our 
objectives 
• Annual reports on all projects provided to the 
public 
• Volunteer appreciation lunch and seminar 
• Useful data provided to local, district, and state 
agencies 



Thank you! 

Rick O’Connor 
Florida Sea Grant 

UF IFAS Extension – Escambia County
roc1@ufl.edu

mailto:roc1@ufl.edu

	Citizen Science�An Effective Method of Educating the Public About the Health of Their Bay 
	Florida Sea Grant Extension
	Slide Number 3
	“If you want to learn science… do science” 
	Current Citizen Science Water Quality Projects 
	Current Habitat Monitoring Projects 
	Current Wildlife Monitoring Projects 
	Recruitment 
	Training 
	Maintaining Participation
	Data
	Lessons Learned 
	We are meeting our objectives 
	Thank you! 

